QUEENSLAND CHILD WATCH REPORT.
On Thursday, 5th March, a UNIFEM breakfast was held at the convention Centre to celebrate International Women’s Day.  Child Watch organised a table of ten people, including three committee members, to attend.  Jennette Lavis also attended the Government House reception for International Women’s Day.  In October, Jennette Lavis and Dawn Ulrich attended the Lord Mayor’s Reception for UNIFEM and reported on the talk given by Professor Sue Kildea on Millennium Development Goals.

Ann Hancock, an early childhood teacher who taught at St Lucia Kindergarten for many years joined the committee.

On 25th March, Jennette Lavis and Isobel Brown attended the ECA Qld Branch AGM.  Jennette’s nomination as an associate executive member was accepted.  Jennette was honoured to speak about the outstanding contribution of the late Dr Pamela Jackson, MBE, who was President of AECA Qld Branch for 20 years and chair of the Committee of Management of Lady Gowrie Child Centre for 30 years (1698 – 1998).  Pam made a lasting contribution to early childhood education in Queensland.  The Child Watch Easter raffle was drawn at the meeting.

The March election day stall held outside Ironside State School raised $829.27.

Jocelyn Wilson and Jennette Lavis visited the child care centre run by Southside Education to cater for the young children of the students.  They took the table and two chairs made and donated by the Wynnum Rotary Club.  They reported that it was a joy to see the use the children were making of the equipment that Child Watch had previously donated.

With the Brisbane Kindergarten Teachers’ College Graduates and Friends and The Gowrie Qld Inc, the Child Watch committee hosted the eighth annual Jean Ferguson OAM Memorial Lecture.  It was held at QUT Gardens Point Campus on 28th July.  The title was “Information and Communication Technology and Young Children.”  The moderator was Dr Susan Irvine and the members of the panel were Kim Walters, President of ECTA, Kristine Kopelke, Project Officer ICT Learning Innovation Centre, Education Qld and Dr Honey Huessler, a developmental and behavioural paediatrician, Mater Children’s Hospital.  The lecture was well received by the audience of 60 people.

Dawn Ulrich reported that another 200 Birthing Kits were sent to New Guinea in September and that the aim of Rotary is to send 200 kits each month.  Some members have collected clean sheets and towels and have volunteered time to help assemble the kits.

DONATIONS:  A donation of $200 was given to the Hear and Say Centre for Deaf Children as a contribution to their annual Butterfly Appeal.  $100 was donated to Lady Gowrie Warry St Child Care Centre for the use of their Parent Room for meetings.

The committee decided that the major donation for the year would be to give $1,000 to each of five struggling C$K affiliated kindergartens to enable them to purchase a computer.  The recipient centres were: - Burrum District, Dimbulah, Malanda, Unndennoo and Yungaburra Community Kindergartens.  Dimbulah Kindergarten replied, “Now we are able to purchase a brand new computer and printer with the money you have given us.  We could not have asked for a better Christmas present.”
Jenny Land is thanked for holding the Christmas meeting and lunch at her home.

Child Watch Qld committee:  Jennette Lavis – Chair; Marjorie Voss – Secretary; Juliette Job – Treasurer; Members – Jocelyn Wilson, Dawn Ulrich, Isobel Brown , Jenny Land and Ann Hancock.
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