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The vision for Little Voices Big Noises is to raise awareness and understanding of the importance of the early childhood phase of life and  creating inclusive environments where diversity of culture, family and experiences are seen as fundamental to supporting a child’s development.

Congratulations to ECA Qld Branch for receiving the Children’s Champion 2009 Award  – in recognition of ECA’s valuable contribution and innovative projects in the work of Communities for Children. Thank-you to the LVBN sub-committee, Juliette Job, Jennifer Cartmel and Helene Hodgson for their great ideas, support and contribution to the project’s design, implementation and financial management.

The 2009 LVBN projects included:
Training Resources and Workshops
The resource booklet Dialogue of Discovery co-authored by Marilyn Casley and Jennifer Cartmel is a series of conversation starters including: building relationships with parents, child development, challenging bias, inclusive programming, supporting children and families that have been exposed to trauma, creating inclusive programs for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their families and building cross-cultural competency. This booklet has been written for the purpose of providing professional development for staff working with young children and their families and within the curriculum for pre-service teaching.
Dialogue of Discovery and a training DVD - Cultural Inclusion: supporting children to value diversity and challenge racial prejudice were provided to the community partners and all child care services in Kingston, Waterford West and Loganlea to compliment the workshops that were delivered over the course of the C4C initiative. The aims of the workshops were to enhance the capacity of staff to work collaboratively with parents and children providing them with programs that are culturally inclusive and responsive to the diversity of their needs.
Sponsorship for the Birth to Three Conference

Little Voices Big Noises contributed $10,000 to the Birth to Three Conference. Mem Fox was invited as a keynote speaker to provide information on literacy development in the first three years. A break-out session designed specifically for parents was also provided.

Parent Forum

The community partners invited thirty parents to attend the Birth to Three Conference as a way of acknowledging the valuable contribution they have made to the Communities for Children programs. Fourteen parents took up the offer and were funded to attend the conference with a co-contribution from Kingston East Neighbourhood Group.

Practitioners Forum

Fostering Leadership and Integrated Practice in Early Years Settings – Round Table

This initiative was made possible by an Australian Learning and Teaching Council Grant

through Griffith and Deakin Universities with contributions from the Salvation Army 

and Little Voices Big Noises.
LVBN contributed $10,000 to the Round Table event as part of our role in enhancing the skills of early years professionals in developing leadership skills and to consider the possibilities of working in a more integrated way to enable them to provide an inclusive service system.

Parent Diary

The 2010 community diary went out to 2600 families in Kingston, Loganlea and Waterford West. Diaries were also posted to some key stakeholders in the Early Childhood sector and Government representatives.

We have not yet had the opportunity to gather feedback from the recipients of the 2010 diary. However, previous diaries have had overwhelmingly positive feedback with many parents and child care staff reporting the information in the diary has increased their knowledge on parenting, child development and learning, as well as linking them to the activities they can attend with their children in their local community. 

The comments received upon delivery of the 2010 diaries were as follows: 

"This is a useful resource for parents." Zea Johnston CEO, Office for Early Childhood Education and Care.

"Thank you for the diaries, our parents really like to get a copy and have been asking me when they would arrive.” Director ABC Childcare Logan.

"The staff like to read the tips throughout the diary." Director of Childcare Centre, Logan City.

John Garnsworthy and Associates was the recipient of the 2009 Children’s Champion Award in the business category. for John has assisted in promoting awareness of at risk children and the importance of the early years through designing a number of high impact publications for Little Voices Big Noises (LVBN) as part of the Community for Children Family Support Program. His use of colour and design depict his sensitivity to the diversity of culture and issues for children and families. The aesthetic appeal makes the LVBN publications engaging for its readers. Early Childhood Australia (ECA) Qld Branch appreciates John’s generous in–kind contribution of his time and expertise in making this part of the LVBN project an overwhelming success. 

Marilyn Casley

Project Coordinator
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