Early Childhood Australia Queensland Branch Presidents Report 2009
It is with pleasure that I present this report for ECA Qld Branch for 2009.

2009 has seen a strong focus on the early years within Australia from both Federal and State Governments.  As a result it has been a particularly busy year for anyone interested in Early Childhood issues and topics. Early Childhood Australia (ECA) has used every opportunity presented to advocate for children and families throughout the year.  Current research has been highlighted to raise awareness of what we need to do to improve the quality of our early childhood environments and services and this culminated in a National campaign titled Hands Up for Quality.  We have seen great changes in the early years area as the Government has moved forward recommendations from the COAG Early Childhood agenda including working towards consistent National Quality Standards and a curriculum framework; and high quality programs.  This has required reflection, discussion, angst, provocation, change, communication, time, responses, sharing and (at times) compromise.  It has offered an opportunity to think about and articulate what we believe and value about children, families, care and education and has raised community awareness of how we provide for these areas in Australia.  Thank you to all for your contributions to these changes and for your patience in waiting so long for this focus on the early years.
Within Queensland ECA has been proud to have been recognised as a peak body within the early childhood area and as such has contributed to many consultations about Early Childhood Education and Care within Queensland. Committee members have been a part of:
· Education Minister’s Roundtable

· Queensland Studies Authority (QAS) Syllabus Advisory Group

· Kindergarten Implementation Reference Group (KIRG)

· Children’s Service Alliance

· Early Childhood Education & Care Forum

Involvement in the above and written responses have allowed us to contribute to the discussion around the registration of Early Childhood Teachers with the College of Teachers; the ‘roll out’ of 15 hours of a Kindergarten program for every Qld child prior to Prep; the Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) of the COAG Early Childhood agenda; the change in the Education Act (2002) to allow QSA to write a Kindergarten Curriculum Guideline; and many workforce issues.  
Our Newsletter, Turn it up, has provided an opportunity to keep ECA members aware of these current issues and how they might offer their contributions to the discussions.  The popular insert, Talking Point, has been designed to inform, share, challenge and raise awareness of early childhood topics.  Many members use it in their staff rooms as a provocation for thought and discussion; others have found it a popular feature of their ‘Parent display board’.

Thank you to Noelene McBride, the editor, co-ordinator and often feature writer, for the hours she has spent on Turn it up, always with a positive attitude and a cheerful smile.
Sub committees of ECA Qld Branch provide valuable support to the committee as they offer opportunities to members in more isolated areas to get together and/or focus on a specific area of early childhood interest.  We would like to thank the members of the sub committees for 2009 for their valuable support and contributions to the Qld Branch. 
· Peninsular Group...Chair: Dianne Payne

· Gold Coast Regional Group…Chair:  Di Roberts

· Child Watch…Chair:  Jennette Lavis

· Qld Early Childhood Sustainability Network (QECSN)…Chair: Lyn Bower

· Under Eights Week Committee…Chair: Louise Thomas

During the year an Australian wide working party liaised with Teaching Standards Australia to write standards for Highly Accomplished Early Childhood Teachers.  Qld was represented on this working party by Jo Darbyshire.  ECA co-ordinated discussion groups throughout Qld to consider and offer comment on these standards.  The professional dialogue, respect and reflection that arose during these discussions were enjoyed by many early childhood personnel. 

ECA Qld Branch was delighted to once again be involved in the Birth to Three conference.  Little Voices Big Noises sponsored a session at the conference; Jo Darbyshire was Master of Ceremonies for one day and Juliette Job set up a display to promote ECA membership and showcase ECA publications. 
Our partnership with Family Planning Qld continued as we supported work they were doing on a positive & protective resource (DVD) designed to support body and relationship education in Early Childhood services.  ECA was able to offer feedback on the script; endorse the DVD and participate in the launch of ‘Where do I start?’. 
The ECA National Council was held in Sydney during 2009 and I would like to thank Susan Grieshaber, Jan McGiffen, Geraldine Harris, Lyn Bower, Jenny Cartmel and Jo Darbyshire for giving up their time to attend this council meeting.  Jenny Cartmel has offered many additional hours as our Qld National Director and we thank her for representing Qld so well and sharing National interests with us. 

During 2009 the Qld Branch has once again used office space provided by C&K who also offer meeting room for our monthly committee meetings.  We appreciate this support and thank C&K for this generous donation.  

To conclude I would like to thank the Executive and Associate members of the 2009 committee who have remained enthusiastic and cheerful during such a busy year.  The expertise, experience and insightful knowledge of this committee have represented Qld well during 2009 and I thank the committee and their families for their generous support of ECA.
Jo Darbyshire
President 
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