Under Eights Week Report

Under Eights Week was celebrated throughout Queensland from May 22-29.  The theme for 2009 was Creativity: Let It Happen. In keeping with the theme of creativity this report begins with a creative representation of the Story Board developed by the committee to tell stories of many events held during this week.  This “word cloud” represents the key words from this Story Board and demonstrates the focus of Under Eights Week very clearly. The full version of the Story Board can be read on the ECA Under Eights Webpage http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/state_territory_branches/queensland_branch/under_eights_week.html
Many stories and diverse voices make up the experience of Under Eights Week.  The voices in this ‘Story Board’ include those of: A story teller, children, parents, teachers, directors, TAFE students, and pre-service teachers.
The theme of “Creativity – let it happen” provided an opportunity for children’s creativity to be heard and seen.  This gave young children, across the state and in a vast array of contexts, the opportunity to live their creativity.  The events and activities of Under Eights Week once again enabled children to be more visible in our communities. 
Child care centres, kindergartens, schools and community organisations throughout Queensland were sent a promotional poster and covering letter.  The letter gave these groups an introduction to the theme and ideas/strategies for organising a local event.
Regional tour:   A story teller, Louise Phillips was commissioned by Early Childhood Australia (ECA) and Early Childhood Teachers Association (ECTA ) to create stories for and with young children in a range of settings across North Queensland.  Louise presented a full report on her experiences. The following is a short extract from that report:  “With the theme of Creativity – let it happen, I crafted a story-telling performance titled Anything is possible in the world of stories. I chose two stories that offered creative solutions, and another with scope for children to help create by determining the main characters.”
Financial sponsorship for Under Eights Week, including the partial funding of the regional tour, was provided by Queensland Government (Department of Education and Training).  I would like to thank all of our major sponsors:
· Queensland Government (Department of Education and Training
· Early Childhood Teachers’ Association
· Child Watch Australia 
· My Fun (Warner Village)
My thanks also go to Karen Dungey who supported me in the transition phase as I took on the role of Under Eights Week Planning Committee Convenor.  Thank you also to the wonderful committee members I have had the privilege to work with over the past 12 months - Gwen Rayner, Katie O’Brien and Anthony Shearer.  Thank you to Juliette Job for her support - particularly in matters financial. Thanks to all those who work to ensure events happen in all corners of the state.
The theme for 2010 – Living Diversity: Act Locally – Think Globally offers many opportunities for another wonderful Under Eights Week (21-28, May, 2010).
Louise Thomas
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