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Childcare gqualification provisions
come into review Septemher 2006

The Legislation Unit, Office for Children,

is beginning a review of the qualification
provisions contained in the Child Care Act
2002 and Child Care Regulation 2003. The
review is required under section 172 (2) of the
Act and officially begins in September 2006.

ECA, Queensland Branch recommends

that the Child Care Act 2002 reflect current
research and knowledge about teachers,
professionals and children’s development and
learning. Currently, the legislation fails to protect
children’s best interests nor does it ensure good
quality early childhood programs regardless
of type of settings or parental means. This is

a matter of concern as children in childcare
could spend as many hours of their lives

in child care settings as they do in school.
Therefore it is unacceptable that someone
who is enrolled in a course is able to carry out
the duties of a qualified practitioner.

We note the New Zealand experience where
qualified trained teachers working with
children in Early Childhood settings (for a
substantial proportion of the time, and most
importantly as a pedagogical (educational)
leader) had the greatest impact on quality,
and was linked specifically with better
outcomes in emergent reading and social
development (Effective Provision of Preschool
Education Project, 2003). Disturbingly, it was
found that low education levels of teachers
have a potentially harmful influence on
teachers’ beliefs and programming, and low
quality programs are potentially harmful for
children. (Podmore & Meade, 2000). The NZ
longitudinal study, known as the Competent

Children project (Wylie, various) found that
more qualified staff was associated with
better quality, and adult-child interactions.

It is timely to make changes to the legislation
as we know that from the New Zealand
research that high quality centres had an
enduring impact on child competency until at
least age 12 years of age.

Have your say.

A Project Consultant has been commissioned
to develop a Discussion Paper which will
serve as the basis for initial stakeholder
engagement and Communication Forums
being planned in every capital city,
commencing in Brisbane from the week

of 11 September 2006 (dates and venues

to be confirmed). We would welcome any
information or submissions in regard to the
Community Services sector that you deem
should be included in this initial Discussion
Paper. Subsequent to the formulation of

this Paper and Industry feedback during
Communication Forums, we will enter a

more detailed Scoping Phase to confirm the
Review direction and aims moving forward.
Additionally, please forward any advice you
may like to provide regarding stakeholders

in your state/territory who should specifically
be made aware of the CHC02 Review and
upcoming Forums. Please forward the details
by email or please contact us by phone should
you wish to discuss these details. Natalie Elias,
Manager - Projects Community Services and
Health Industry Skills Council Ltd. ABN: 96 056
479 504 T:02 9263 3594 F: 02 9263 3599
www.cshisc.com.au

To join, contact our national office: PO Box 105 « Watson ACT 2620 « Ph 02 6241 6900 « Fax 02 6241 5547 « email: national@eca.org.au * web: eca.org.au



&
=
&
©

| -
e

7p

)
<
O

O

@)
L
O
c
@

=>
e

©
LLI

Jo Darbyshire spoke on radio interview for 4GR on 8™ August 06 about the Importance of Physical
Movement for infants and toddlers. Jo highlighted the importance of the following:

Babies are born with many reflex actions and a brain ready to become efficient and
highly developed.

Early experiences that stimulate the senses and nurturing relationships with responsive
adults will help infants’ brains to develop pathways that will make it efficient and active.
Rocking, swinging, touch and massage will stimulate the vestibular system and the inner
ear.

Time spent on the floor rolling over, crawling, and creeping will stimulate co-ordination of
both sides of the body. This will be essential for later tasks such as reading and writing. If a
child begins to walk early before they have had hours of floor play and crawling it might
help to encourage play and activities that will encourage using the opposite arm and leg.
For example slithering (commando crawling) under some low chairs or marching to some
music.

Playing with mud, finger painting, ball play and reaching across the body will all help

the child to cross the midline. The ability to do this is once again important for fluid
movement in later tasks such as tracking words across a page or writing.

Jo also writes a newsletter for parents and here she shares her views on Social Development...
During the holidays | had some time to explore some recent research articles on young children
and their development. One area that seems to have had a strong focus has been the area of
Social skills and development.’...a convincing body of evidence has accumulated to indicate that
unless children achieve minimal social competence by about the age of 6 years they have a high
probability of being at risk into adulthood’ (McClellan and Katz ). The Kindergarten year offers
many social opportunities for children as they learn how to:-

negotiate play » share a joke,

listen to others = work together
join a game = wait for a turn
deal with conflict * build on ideas

Most of the time children experience success in these social opportunities but there can be times
when their attempt is not successful. This is also a part of learning about how to interact with
others. Staff support the social development of children in many different ways.



We:-

» offer multiple copies of equipment and play materials to allow several children to play
together and avoid the frustration of sharing too often

* set up play experiences for small groups

* observe the interactions of children and support these if necessary
* recognise and praise acts of prosocial behaviour

» demonstrate care and concern for others

* help children interpret each others messages John is saying...

+ remind children to listen to each other Are you listening to Janes words?

* empathise with children and let them know we understand

* help children to identify feelings, both their own and other childrens

* encourage children to try solve a problem themselves...help if this is not successful
» offer strategies that might help a child to join the play

* pose situations and ask children for ideas of what could be done

* use puppets and books to introduce different social situations and skills

While we recognise the importance of
background and family with young children,

we tend to ignore carers’ backgrounds and
personal experiences. For carers, where personal
experiences intervene in attitudes and activities
of care, the nature of the care that they provide
for children may reflect their own experiences
and needs rather than the experiences and
needs of the children. Such care may prove
harmful to children by creating or increasing
stresses on children, who like carers, often
already have “stretched lives” For instance, many
young children now pass a considerable portion
of their waking hours in non-parental child care.
It is possible for some children to spend up to
50 hours a week for 50 weeks a year in long day
care during the first five years of their lives. That
is longer than they will spend in school during
the subsequent five years.

Stresses that reverberate in carers’ lives may
also impact on young children. Carers come to
professional caring with personal experiences
of stress and care that endure and are likely to
impact on their capacity to respond sensitively
to children. Because younger children are more
likely to succumb to stress than school-age
children or adolescents there is a great need for
carers to act as resources to children and offer
them alternative perceptions of themselves. In
order to do this, carers must first gain insights
into their own distinctive experiences of care
and ways of dealing with stress.

Book review

Stress in early childhood: Helping children
and their carers by Patrice Thomas
Available from Early childhood Australia

(2006) $39.95 (inc. p&h) to order, freecall
1800 356 900
Jennifer Cartmel

Children who are unable to manage stress, or
are overexposed to it when they are young, find
it difficult to make the transition from childhood
to adulthood.The author promotes the notion
that if young children learn to manage stress
from an early age ‘they can gain more personal
control in their lives. Stress in early childhood:
Helping children and their carers has been
published to provide valuable support and
advice to the carers of young children. In early
childhood settings we are sometimes reluctant
to acknowledge stress that young children,
their families and childcare practitioners may be
experiencing.

The author has discussed many of the stressful
points in children’s and carers’ (including
parents’) lives and explored the gamut of
strategies for managing them. | encourage all
practitioners to read this book and recommend
it to others. It will have a powerful influence on
how individuals respond to each other.
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Who and what are PREP-ALERT?

Many parents with children going to Prep next
year are just finding out about some of the
differences between Prep and Preschool.One
group felt so outraged by the reduction in teacher
aide time for Prep that they formed PREP-ALERT
to lobby for full-time teacher-aides for all Prep
Classes.

They are angry that children in a similar age co-
hort to current preschoolers will not receive the
same level of human resourcing i.e.a full-time
aide.They feel that the safety of their children

is being put at risk and that the curriculum will
become more formal because teachers will
struggle to implement a play-based curriculum
with limited human and material resources.

Prep-Alert has a support base that includes
parents, community members, teachers, lecturers,
and community organisations. Their efforts have

also captured the attention of both sides of
politics and the media.

They are looking to change the current allocation
of part-time teacher aides by an e-petition, private
and public lobbying of politicians, media exposure
and a statewide protest on Aug 30.

If you want to have your say, contact Suzy Tamone,
Prep Alert (38707109) or email prep-alert@
hotmail.com

2006 ECTA CONFERENCE IN
REVIEW- SATURDAY 24™ JUNE
2006

Dr Sue Bredekamp provided the Keynote address
entitled “Effective early childhood curriculum

and teaching: Staying true to our principles” Dr
Bredekamp explained the scientific approach

to curriculum development and reiterated the
fundamental values of Early Childhood Education
across cultures which are relationship based,
includes families, play-based and that learning is
fun!!

Dr Bredekamp spoke about the importance

of Early Literacy skills and research results on
effective practice in Early Childhood Centres.

“Families matter” was her message; carers

can build on and support curriculum content.
She presented research findings related to
interactions between children and carers in some
centres where children sometimes spend a large
proportion of their day in a low level instructional
climate.

Susie Davies-Splitter and Phil Splitter, a
professional music team, provided some light
relief sharing a song with all the delegates using
the tune of “Down Town” (a 60’s hit!!) All the
delegates joined in the chorus singing “ECTA!" with
gusto — a great start to a successful conference.

Gwen Rayner, June 2006

ECA Date Claimers
2006

Thursday, 21t September, 2006 at 7.30 pm:
ECA, C&K and ECTA combine to present Dr
Paula Barrett, internationally acclaimed for her
work in the field of child and adolescent anxiety.
She will speak on: “Building social, emotional
and coping skills in children; skills that add up
to that 21st-century buzz word, resilience”

To be held at the O’'Shea Centre, 19 Lovedale
Street, Wilston. More details on flyer.

Wednesday, 25 October, 2006 (Children’s
Week) at 7.15 pm: ECA and Playgroup

Queensland combine to present a Prep Panel .

To be held at QUT Kelvin Grove campus, N515.
Bookings required. See flyer.

Looking forward to 2007

Under Eight's Week dates: 18" -25 May, 2007
Mem Fox at the closing of Under Eight's

week, 25 May, 2007. A combined Playgroup
Queensland and ECA event. Mem Fox Saturday
seminar, 26" May, 2007

More details about these event and Under Eight's
week in the November newsletter.

http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/state_territory_
branches/queensland_branch/under_eights_week.html.
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