Ear| Creativity : Let It Happen
y A Story Board of Events Held During Under Eights Week 20C
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DIARY OF LOU.P.TALES ON TOUR IN UNDER 8s WEEK 2009

Below Louise Phillips shares her experiences as a story-
teller commissioned by Early Childhood Australia (ECA)
and Early Childhood Teachers Association (ECTA) to
create stories for and with young children in a range of
settings across North Queensland.

With the theme of Creativity 1 let it happen, | crafted a story-
telling performance titled Anything is possible in the world of
stories. | chose two stories that offer creative solutions, and an-
other with scope for children to help create by determining the
main characters. The first story involved a blanket being sewn
into many different items over time: a jacket, skirt, scarf, hanky
and a button. After telling the story | would ask the children what
else could a blanket be made into. These were some of their
ideas: a hat; a box; a square; a puppet; a cape; a cubby; and and to move like what they imagined. Well it was a whistle,

hair. Their creativity started to flow. After the second story | aliens, a fire engine, a train, a helicopter, wind, and star

would pull out of my story box a sound pipe, puzzling over what wars. Then we would create our bodies into the shapes

it was and how | could use it. These were some of the ideas we that | bent the sound pipe into. So they created ideas, cre-

came up with: a straw, a tail, a nose, a unicorn horn, a trumpet; ated movements and created body shapes. We then con-

a telescope; and an el ephant 06ecludedrby ardating a dtoey togdtherweostoty édbost game- i t
children to listen to the sound and imagine what it sounds like thing scar- ey in a forest.

The Bremer Institute of TAFE celebrated Under Eights Week 2009 with
ACreative Courtyard at the Bremer. o

At the Bremer the students and staff prepared activities to celebrate Under Eights Week. It was a day of celebration
for children under the age of eight and a day for students to prepare and plan activities for young children and to inter-

act with children and their families and /or carers. Below are some comments from our students and a parent:
It was a new experience in being able to It was a really good day, there were lots
communicate and interact with children of activities which were good to play It was great to see the primary
under 8. It was fun to be able to face paint,  with. Also, all the kids got to try every- school attending the Bremer
or at least try and use my artistic skills, for thing and got involved and try new TAFEG6s ACreative Court
what they wanted. things. Ellie M wonderful opportunity to get stu-
Peta S dents to interact with children in a
| enjoyed the experience of having kids  variety of ways. My daughter Kayla
It was an awesome day, for most of us it of all different ages come and have fun.  (aged 5) was so excited; she con-

was our first interaction with young children. | feel that the kids enjoyed being there tinually reminded me that she was
We had many activities ranging from face- and having fun. | was helping with the going to the TAFE. When the day

painting to collages. An awesome day!!- painting and blowing bubbles. To see arrived there was a 0l
Sarah Wickham the different paintings and the kids en- Arriving at the TAFE we were
joying themselves made me happy. greeted with colour and it certainly
On under 8s day | had fun with face paint- Chloe T had an atmosphere of fun. Kayla
ing. It was so good to see the kids6 hapdmpusytime checking outthe
faces when all we did was paint a small My experience of under 8s week was a  many activities provided by the stu-
picture on their cheek - a heart, star, swirl, bit scary and uncomfortable because | dents. | left with an armload of
smiley face. If | had the chance to do it didn't know how to interact with the kids. paintings and crafty items. Both
again, | would. But it was okay in the end and it was Kayla and | candt wait
Tamika G fun!! year. By Mrs K Brown (parent)

Lisal
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During Under Eights Week this year | was given the opportunity to work with the staff

and students of St Bernardoés Cat holii Pr i hool i

It was a day full of fun and learning as | was able to work with the children to assi
some of the activities. I witnessed
ted baby farm animals, participated in craft activities and played games.

This was a wonderful opportunity for me as a figsar preservice teacher as | exper !
enced firsthand some of the exciting and challenging aspects of teaching in the V.
years of primary school.

Stacey Lenihan

First Year Pre-service early childhood teacher, ACU (Brisbane campus)

Under Eights week was a new experience for me and indeed very rewarding, esj
in my first year of university.

We were all given the opportunity to choose two different activities, in which we w
be assisting the children. F

The two activities | was involved in gave me the opportunity to develop my own ul .
standings about how to best help the students. It was a very rewarding experier
pre-service teacher.

It was fantastic to be given this opportunity and | will always remember Under E
Week.

Amada Williamson

First Year Pre-service early childhood teacher, ACU (Brisbane campus)

Celebrating the Early Years!

On Tuesday 23 June, Chatswood Hills State School celebrated the importance of
the early years of education withourftinn | | ed annual Under E
The children in our B classes, accompanied by parents, teachers and other staff
members, were involved in a range of activities designed to stimulate creativity
and promote the 2009 Under Eights Day th&neativity- Let it Happen.

Many students from Years7Z classes volunteered to help organise and supervise
the dayds activities. I't was exciting
ing the younger children, taking on the role of teacher and at the same time thor-
oughly enjoying the activities themselves. Many of the helpers had fond recollec-
tions of their own Under Eights Day. This was a wonderful demonstration of the
success of mulage education, which is integral to the Chatswood Hills State
School philosophy.

The children moved freely between se#flected activities. As they completed
each one, they marked it off on their individual coloured passports. The cheerful
expressions on the many young faces,
activities. There were, however, some definite favourites, including spray painting
and slime.

Under Eights Day 2009 at Chatswood Hills proved to be a wonderful celebration
of the importance of early years education and the very youngest members of our
school community. We look forward to another exciting Under Eights event next
year!
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The words of an eight
year old..

6The activities
Reflections on activities held in the suburb dbMinseile  were hop scotch with
hula hoops, and we had
Why holdit? Celebrations were facilitated with the worker and staff at: E?hjgtnc\?a;h;g rl:gl? ttl,r: eerr]n did
:to increase family & com- .
munity well -being Vincent State School: 7 some draW|r_1gs on the
::to affirm the roles of the We worked with the Prep, Grade 1 and 2 teachers and chil- pavement with chalk. |
parents and interaction dren. The theme for the week was Creativity - Let it Hap- drew a big tree and me
with child care staff/ pen. 14 stations of creative play were set up, 10 staff from climbing up it. | also
teachers, and that they all outside community agencies came to assist, about 90 students drew around my friend
contribute to quality early and 20 pa[ents and grandparents participated in the morning, Ellie and she got all
cihoodaces i e e e ity SNk | then climbed
?hulqren. as requested prior to the day. ’ on the obstaclg course
“to Increase awareness of Worinda Occasional Care i and the preppies came
earl)_/ Ch'ldhO(_Jd ISSUES and Vincent: - We organized a morning of outside play stations to our classroom and we
services within the Vincent and creativity. About 50 children and 19 parents took part in read stories to them.
Community and with par- the morning. And a number of the parents stayed for morning The activities were fun
ents that use Worinda and tea afterwards. and | give them 9 out of
Vlnce_nt SS. The worker met a _num_ber of parents at bc_)th locations and fact 10. 6
:'to raise knowledge of sheets and parenting tip sheets were available at both loca-
services, ideas, parenting tions.
skills and supports for chil- Andy King
dren and families during Family Support Worker
the week of activities; Vincent
0Barefoot in the Par ko
Our Centre was invited to face painting, collage, an Under Eights Week enter-
attend a wonderful morn- obstacle course, painting, tainment.
ing of events at our local a literacy/story telling cir-
park. cle and many other hands We all look forward to
on experiences for all. next year, with more ac-
Many other centres par- tivities, more children,
ticipated and each one set The morning was sunny  parents and staff for such
up their own activities for and clear, comparedto  a wonderful celebration
the children and parents topreceeding weeks. It was within the local commu-
roam and try out. The  extremely busy with chil- nity. The words of a 4 year
activities included, bubble dren, parents and staff Director, old..
blowing, rice pouring, creating and enjoying the C&K Kindergarten éMy mum got her face
painted when we went to
the park. She was a
- . butterfly and she was_
A Mumdés story of spending pretme. swi t h
derful morning. ) skllls—thank§ to t_he dili- 61 had fun bl ow
She was othggebtamjsgppora\(astaff bubbles on my t.
showed me how to partici- who caordinate this
pate in the activities. | event.
especially enjoyed the rice The atmosphere was busy
pouring and measuring  with excitement and crea- & 3o %2 y
activity. | had no idea tivity. | c& \\\ @ for
Under Eights Fun! (Really is how this could assist the next year. What a won- e @ @
for all ages). development of my derful experience and 4 x\:,v\jf ;'\ -
daughter, especially with thanks to the staff who o’ B e.@
It was great to spend sig- early numeracy skills. 1  organised such educa- ¥ ..@ Q >
nificant time with my now understand the terms tional and worthwhile ac- (B e- @
daughter at such a won- - fine and gross motor tivities. N @
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Theme: Living Diversity:

Act LocailFhink Globally What i&nder Eights Wéek?
Under Eights Week is organized annually by the Early Childhood Austral
Under Eights Week State Planning Committee. It has been a unique sta
since 1956. Each year a theme is chosen to help focus on a particular a
childhood. Events are planoedirsatddtat a local level to ensure that the p:
ticular needs and interests of the community are reflected. .A key purpos
nual celebration for young children is to raise their profile in the commun
they live and grow. Thank you to the many dedicated individuals and gt
port Under Eights Week each year. A particular thanks goes to Karen D
been the Chair of the State Planning Committee for the past five years. I
Karen has been tireless in her efforts to ensure children in Queensland ¢
ognition as valuable members of our

society.

This bunch of flowers is foirKaren
recognition of her work and to show our
thanks.

Under Eights Week through the eyeenficepeacher!

Vibrant colours and the clank- These were just a few of the

ing of marbles as works of art sights and sounds greeted that

were created includinga mo- us as we arrived at

saic wall picturing a river and Catholic School for the Under

forest, and yells of excitement Eights Week Activity Day and

from the jumping castle. it wasnb6t even stude
yet!

Laughter as children were

covered from head to toe in Nicholas Rochester

Goop for the Goop walk, and First Year Pre  -service

the call of elephants as stu- early childhood

dents pretend to be their fa- teacher. ACU

vourite animal and they learn (Brisbar’1e campus )

to dance Bollywood style.

ECA acknowledges the sponsorship of Under Eights Week by Department of Education, Training

and the Arts.

Compiled by ECA (Queensland Branch) Under Eights Week Planning Committee, 2009

Louise Thomas, Gwen Rayner and Katie OO6Brien.



