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Supporting Best Practice 
the online directory for early childhood info

We’ve hand-picked 100s of fact sheets 
and articles from the web. 
Every link has been quality-assured by 
Early Childhood Australia.

Free to access: 

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/sbp

ECA WebWatch ... 
                               let us search the web for you

Stay up to date and interested – and it’s free!

Sign up for your e-newsletter:

ECA WebWatch is a free fortnightly e-newsletter 
with links to essential resources and news for 
those in early childhood. Past issues are posted online.
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email@earlychildhood.org.au 
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Latest book catalogue 
out now
Huge book sale – 
be quick, 
sale ends 30 April!!

Some of Early 
Childhood Australia 
most popular books 
are reduced by up 
to 75%. 
Don’t miss out!
The March-April catalogue also features 
the latest books available from Early 
Childhood Australia.

Download your copy from our website:
www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au 

Just released
Young children as 
active learners

Addresses the question: 
how do young children 
learn? and provides 
examples of how we can 
best encourage young 
children to become 
lifelong learners.
Young children as active learners is a very useful 
tool for all early childhood practitioners 
to enhance the learning potential of the children 
in their care through skills such as research, 
problem-solving and teamwork, while extending 
your own creativity at the same time.

$14.95 (inc. p&h) 
ECA Code: RIP0601

The March-April catalogue also features 

Welcome to the fi rst ECA Voice for 
the year. Thank you to you all for 
your membership and support of 
Early Childhood Australia!

For this issue of ECA Voice, I have asked 
Professors Marilyn Fleer and Bridie 
Raban to talk about a project which 
will see an important new approach to 
supporting young children’s literacy and 
numeracy learning. The outcome 
of this project, which seeks to improve 
literacy and numeracy outcomes for all 
young children in Australia, will be a 
set of resources for parents and early 
childhood professionals.

I’d also like to draw your attention to the 
new—and free—online services which 
Early Childhood Australia has worked so 
hard to offer to the early childhood fi eld. 
These two free services, ECA WebWatch 
and Supporting Best Practice, are both 
designed to support parents, carers and 
professionals to provide the best care 
and education to young children. 
See the back page of ECA Voice for 
more information.

We also have included some brief 
information about the recent Lobby 
Day undertaken by the NCSF (National 
Children’s Services Forum) and the 
upcoming parenting conference from 
the Centre for Parenting, Children, 
Youth and Women’s Health Service 
in South Australia.

Yours,

Australian Government 
funding for new resources to 
help families know that what 
they do matters

No time is too soon to begin, with studies 
showing that right from birth (in fact, 
even before birth) children are already 
competent learners 
(David et al., 2003, p. 10).

Parents and carers need to know that what 
they do matters, what they do is powerful 
and what they do is rich with meaning for 
children. The Australian Government has 
commissioned a study of early literacy 
and numeracy learning in homes and 
centres, and the production of resources 
to support families and educators in the 
years prior to schooling to help children 
learn more authentically and effectively. 
Early Childhood Australia, the Curriculum 
Corporation, the University of Melbourne 
and Monash University have joined forces 
to undertake this work. Professors Marilyn 
Fleer and Bridie Raban, as co-convenors, 
led this project with strong conceptual 
support from Pam Cahir, Judy Radich, 
Jenni Connor and Sue Willis. 

The purpose of the project is to develop, 
pilot and distribute a set of high-quality, 
innovative early childhood materials that 
support early literacy and numeracy 
development of all children from birth to 
fi ve years. This includes young children 
growing up in economically-disadvantaged 
areas, rural and remote regions, 
Indigenous communities, other culturally 
and linguistically diverse contexts, 
and boys.

Two sets of conceptual tools are being 
developed to support early childhood 
professionals and families. First, postcard-
sized cards are being developed which 
have photographs of families engaged 
in everyday practices, such as setting 
the table. On the back of the card is 
information about the everyday concepts 
and the literacy and numeracy concepts 
that could be developed by early childhood 

Judy Radich
President

Early Childhood Australia



Research has shown that early childhood 
professionals are a significant factor in 
determining concept formation.  
Siraj-Blatchford (2004) has identified,  
among other factors, that:

• ‘Effective pedagogues have good 
curriculum knowledge and child 
development knowledge. 

• The most highly-qualified staff provide  
the most direct teaching but also the  
kind of interactions which guide but do  
not dominate children’s thinking. 

• Less-qualified staff are better  
pedagogues when supervised and 
supported by qualified teachers’ (p. 147).

Through interacting with the cards and 
booklet during the trialling phase of the 
project, early childhood professionals and 
families demonstrated their capacity for high 
levels of analysis in identifying opportunities 
for concept development in the centre 
and at home. The resources will create a 
conceptual space for talking, thinking and 
acting on two planes. First, for looking and 
thinking differently about everyday practices; 
and second, to know how to engage and 
link the everyday practices with literacy and 
numeracy concepts, thus supporting high 
levels of concept formation in these areas. 

Look out for the resources later in the year.

Marilyn Fleer 

Monash University  
marilyn.fleer@education.monash.edu.au

Bridie Raban 

The University of Melbourne  

b.raban@unimelb.edu.au
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professionals or family members.  
In particular, each card draws parents’  
and carers’ attention to:

• the everyday situation and conversations 
that could take place (e.g. when serving 
sausages, a parent asking ‘Do you want 
some more sausages?’)

• the numeracy or literacy that was  
being discussed by the families through 
their everyday conversation (e.g. ‘more 
and less’, reading food packages)

• what this type of conversation leads 
to for later literacy or numeracy 
development (e.g. ‘more’ and ‘less’  
are about comparing things.  
Comparing different amounts is 
necessary for maths development 
because later children will be able  
to compare groups of things,  
counting which group has more).

The second conceptual tool being 
developed is a professional development 
booklet for use with staff in childcare 
centres as well as in early childhood 
education training settings. The booklet  
will outline cultural–historical theory, 
detailing Vygotsky’s (1987) work on 
everyday and academic concept formation. 
It will have three sections and initially will 
encourage staff to review the environments 
they set up for young children for the 
development of literacy and numeracy.  
A further requirement will be to engage 
staff in examining the interactions they 
have with children, and finally workshops 
will be provided to help staff understand 
the importance of linking everyday 
concepts with academic concepts for 
supporting early literacy and  
numeracy development. 

In order to develop these two tools, 
Professors Fleer and Raban worked  
with families to develop common everyday 
experiences across a range of culturally 
and linguistically diverse (CALD) cultures. 
Students in their final years of study 
at Monash University who had CALD 
backgrounds worked with families, as did 
childcare centre directors and reference 
group members, in order to trial or help 
develop the resources. Much of this work 
was managed by Marilyn Platek from 

the Curriculum Corporation, and Judy 
Radich from Early Childhood Australia. 
After extensive development and piloting, 
an almost 100 per cent agreement on the 
usefulness of the materials for supporting 
families resulted. For instance,  
comments from families during the trial  
of the postcards included:

Sometimes you take everyday 
occurrences for granted and forget  
to help your child on the way (AF).

The simplicity of [the words] ...  
and it has enhanced how I explain  
what I do (AL).

The cards helped me re-investigate 
everyday experiences... (AF).

I did not realise the word we use  
now, like big and little, lead to maths 
later on (CN).

I will now value more the things my  
son wants to do to help me around  
the home (KM).

Similarly, the professionals participating in 
the trial who work with children, particularly 
those who hold less-formal qualifications, 
found the cards and the booklet useful 
for thinking about linking the everyday 
practices in the home with the centre. 

Comments from staff members included: 

To support, highlight, suggest 
experiences, strategies, ideas to link 
literacy and numeracy development  
from home to kinder/care— 
vice versa (SS).

It also helped me think about how I can 
extend on the everyday experiences 
children participate in at home to further 
challenge their development in these  
areas (NJ).

Finally, the cards and booklet stimulated 
staff in the trial to think more deeply about 
the concepts that can be fostered through 
everyday experiences. This was also noted 
by the childcare centre directors:

The workshops reminded me of helping/
supporting staff to intellectualise/ 
think about reflect/extend their thinking 
in relation to what they do with the 
children ‘beyond play’...  (ND).



Upcoming conference

Parenting Imperatives II – 2nd 
National Parenting Conference 

25–27 May 2006  
Adelaide Convention Centre

The Centre for Parenting, Children, Youth 
and Women’s Health Service are holding  
the second National Parenting Conference. 
This conference will highlight innovative 
and leading work going on in Australia in 
different aspects of parenting;  
offer opportunities for delegates to share 
ideas and challenges; and introduce  
experts in the field. 
This is a conference not to be missed  
by professionals who support parents  
and parenting—social workers, nurses, 
doctors, teachers, psychologists,  
childcare workers... 

Some of the international  
and Australian keynote speakers 
involved:

International

✦ Professor James Garbarino

✦ how trauma affects character;  

new perspectives on aggression

✦ Dr Judy Hutchings

✦ what works in parenting programs: 

research and practice 

✦ Professor James McKenna

✦ stone-age infants in a space-age world

✦ Tim Paquette

✦ the building of children’s character; 

changing fathers, changing practices

✦ Rosemary Roberts

✦ babies’, siblings’ and parents’  

wellbeing right from the start

Australian

✦ Gillian Calvert

✦ helping parents make good choices  

for their young children

✦ Warren Cann

✦ enhancing parent adaptability

✦ Professor Colin MacMullin

✦ what do children worry about? 

More information and online 
registration: www.cyh.com 

National Children’s Services Forum 
Lobby Day, 27 March 2006 

The National Children’s Services Forum (NCSF) brings  

together all the major peak national bodies for the  

children’s services sector. It is funded and 

convened by Early Childhood Australia.

Each year the NCSF has a national day of advocacy where its members talk with 
politicians, from all parties, about issues of significance to children and families. 
This year, the NCSF delegation met with over 30 politicians to discuss two  
main areas:

• The importance of investing in young children and what this means for early 
childhood services.

✦ In a recent working paper on the economics of investing in early  
childhood, Dickens, Sawhill and Tebbs (2006) conclude that investment  
in early childhood development will have a net economic benefit to  
individuals and societies:

‘Because most of these benefits are longer term while the costs of mounting 
the programs are more immediate, the political system tends to be biased 
against making such investments. But any business that operated in this  
way would likely fail to succeed. A similarly dim prospect may be in store for  
a country that fails to take advantage of such solid opportunities.’

NCSF was clear that funding is necessary for high-quality services that are 
universally accessible with specific-targeted approaches for particular groups  
and vulnerable families. 

• The need for a comprehensive approach to the provision of child care. 
Children’s services need to be available for those families who want to  
use them, and this requires:

✦ capacity of the children’s services system to meet the diverse needs of  
families and changing needs of society

✦ evidence-based national standards that will improve quality and require 
services to be accountable for Government funding

✦ Government funding that will ensure flexible, affordable and quality  
services, including differential funding for birth to two-year-olds.
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More information about the NCSF outcomes will be available on the website  
news and through ECA WebWatch.

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au 

Sign up to the free ECA WebWatch e-newsletter.  
Just send a blank email to email@earlychildhood.org.au with  
Subscribe ECA WebWatch in the subject header. See the back page for more details.
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