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Reconciliation
SYMPOSIUM

EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA 

Advancing reconciliation in early 
childhood education and care

Building and nurturing strong relationships between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities is central to our 
national identity and wellbeing. Starting these relationships in 
the early years will secure positive outcomes for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait children and their families. This effort also ensures 
all children develop a better knowledge, appreciation and 
understanding of the living culture of Australia’s first peoples.
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Welcome message
Welcome to the 2015 Early Childhood Australia Reconciliation Symposium—‘Advancing reconciliation 
in early childhood education and care’

Kaurna miyurna, Kaurna yarta, ngadlu tampinthiv—‘We recognise Kaurna people and their land’.

Opportunities to join together with others in reflection are always significant but when it is about imagining 
a more equitable present and just future, where children and families can live their potentials, they become 
moments that help us create new histories. We are very much looking forward to thinking with everyone as we 
take our words of commitment and reflection into everyday actions.  

—Catharine Hydon and Jo Goodwin

About Early Childhood Australia
Early Childhood Australia (ECA) is the leading non-profit early childhood advocacy organisation, acting in the interests of 
young children aged from birth to eight years of age, their families and those in the early childhood field.

Our vision
Every young child is thriving and learning.

Our role in achieving this vision is to be an effective advocate for young children and a champion for quality outcomes in 
early childhood education and care.

We specifically acknowledge the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their families, and the past and 
current injustices and realities for them around Australia.

Our work is informed by our:
• commitment to children’s rights

• knowledge of early childhood development, learning and pedagogy

• commitment to an inclusive and just society

• respect for the rights and aspirations of families

• the active involvement of our members.

 
Early Childhood Australia’s capacity to do its work is dependent on its membership. The quality and breadth of our work 
reflects the dedication and commitment of the volunteers who are our members.

For more information, or to request a free information kit, contact Early Childhood Australia.

T: 02 6242 1800 
F: 02 6242 1818 
E: eca@earlychildhood.org.au 
www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au

Artist acknowledgement
This painting has been designed by Indigenous artist, Joyce McLean from The Seven Sisters.



3

Rhonda 
Livingstone

Rhonda Livingstone is the National 
Education Leader at the Australian 
Children’s Education and Care Quality 
Authority (ACECQA) and brings a wealth 
of experience to this role, having worked in 
preschools and long day care centres, and 
as an assessor of programs and services 
for both the Queensland Government and 
the Crèche and Kindergarten Association 
of Queensland.

Melissa Kirby

Melissa Kirby holds a Masters of Special 
Education, Bachelor of Education—
Early Childhood, Graduate Certificate of 
Indigenous Languages and is currently 
a Senior Education Officer of Aboriginal 
Education and Engagement in Western 
NSW. As a proud Ngemba woman from 
strong Ngemba parents, Melissa has 
contributed to the wider community with 
her knowledge in Indigenous languages 
and delivered the Aboriginal pedagogy 
course (8 Ways) across NSW. 

Tracey Simpson

Tracey Simpson MECh, BA Dip. Ed (EC) 
is an early childhood and community 
consultant who worked on the KidsMatter 
Early Childhood Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander project. Tracey has over 
30 years experience in the education 
field. She is particularly recognised for her 
commitment to early childhood education 
and community development in regional 
and remote Australia.

Prof Peter 
Buckskin

Professor Buckskin is a Narungga 
man from the Yorke Peninsula in South 
Australia. He is currently the Dean: 
Indigenous Scholarship, Engagement 
and Research at the University of South 
Australia. As an educator and professional 
bureaucrat for more than three decades, 
Professor Buckskin’s passion has been 
the pursuit of educational excellence for 
Aboriginal students.

Speakers

Floor plan

Tanya Hosch

Tanya is the Joint Campaign Director for 
Recognise, a position she shares with Tim 
Gartrell. Recognise is the movement to 
raise community awareness and support 
for constitutional change to recognise 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people in the Australian Constitution. 
Prior to this, Tanya has been in advocacy 
and consulting roles with the aim of 
increasing philanthropic investment into 
Indigenous development.

 
 

Rivkah Nissim

Rivkah Nissim is the Manager of 
Discrimination and Research at the 
Australian Human Rights Commission, 
managing policy work on disability, age 
and race discrimination, the National 
Anti-Racism Strategy and the ‘Racism. 
It Stops with Me’ campaign. Rikvah was 
previously the Principal Adviser to the 
Federal Race Discrimination Commissioner 
and held a senior policy advisory role at the 
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human 
Rights Commission.

Prof Mark Rose

Mark Rose is traditionally linked to the 
Gunditjmara Nation of western Victoria. 
With a 30-year career in education, 
Mark has contributed to a broad range 
of educational settings within the 
state. Mark has consulted regularly 
with Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
organisations both nationally 
and internationally.
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Day 2—Overview
Saturday 9 May 2015

8.30–8.40 am Summary of journey

8.40–9.20 am Keynote—Melissa Kirby 8 ways of learning, developing understanding in Aboriginal pedagogy

9.20–10.00 am Keynote—Tracey Simpson Engaging with Aboriginal communities and mentors

10.00–10.15 am Morning tea

10.15–11.45 am Facilitated group discussions: Aboriginal ways of knowing and learning

11.45 am–12.45 pm Panel discussion

Reconciliation in action: Supporting effective curriculum decision

12.45–1.30 pm Lunch

1.30–2.00 pm Facilitated group discussions: Where to next? what did I hear, what will I do, what can we do?

2.00–2.45 pm Reconciliation Australia Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in Schools and Early Learning

2.45–3.30 pm Closing ceremony—Prof Peter Buckskin

3.30 pm Close

Friday 8 May 2015

7.00–9.00 am Registration

9.00–9.10 am Welcome to Country

9.10–9.20 am Welcome message and program overview

9.20–9.50 am Keynote—Tanya Hosch Recognise campaign

9.50–10.30 am Keynote—Rivkah Nissim Racism. It Stops With Me. Campaign

10.30–11.00 am Morning tea

11.00 am–1.00 pm Facilitated group discussions: Understanding racism and cultural respect

1.00–1.45 pm Lunch

1.45–2.30 pm Keynote—Prof Mark Rose Leadership and pedagogy

2.30–3.15 pm Keynote—Rhonda Livingstone Cultural competency in the NQS, principles and practice

3.15–3.45 pm Afternoon tea

3.45–5.15 pm Facilitated group discussions: Becoming culturally competent and taking a leadership role

5.15–5.30 pm Plenary discussion

5.30 pm Close—cocktail event in Horizon Bar

Day 1—Overview

• Jo Goodwin

• Debbie Moyle

• Tracey Simpson

• Uriel Whipp

• Veronica Coutts


