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IMPROVING EARLY LEARNING IN REMOTE AUSTRALIA  

 
Early Childhood Australia (ECA) welcomes the release of the House Standing Committee on Employment, 
Education and Training report from its inquiry into the education of students in remote and complex 
environments.  
 
The report provides a review of early childhood education and recognises the many barriers preventing 
young children in remote communities from accessing early education and care. 
 
ECA CEO, Samantha Page supports the five recommendations tailored to the early education sector and is 
pleased to see the specific focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children.  
 
‘Improving education outcomes for children in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities should 
be a high priority for all Australian Government’s. The latest Family Matters Report reveals that Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children are 28% less likely to attend early childhood education and care than 
non-indigenous children. This puts them at risk of being behind their peers when they start school and 
entrenches inequity but there is no simple solution to this; a national approach to addressing the 
challenges of delivering early education in remote and complex environments is needed.’ 
 
‘ECA strongly endorses the Standing Committee’s recommendation to provide up to 30 hours per week of 
subsided early education and care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children through mobile 
services and distance education for geographically isolated families,’ added Ms Page.  
 
ECA encourages commonwealth, state and territory government investment in quality Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled integrated early years services.  
 
‘Careful design and delivery of quality early learning services for these children is likely to generate 
lifelong benefits, for both individuals and communities’ said Ms Page. 
 
Improving early learning in remote Australia demands national attention and leadership. ECA would like 
to see an aligned and coordinated approach from both the state and federal level, to implement the 
recommendations of the committee.  
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https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Employment_Education_and_Training/RemoteEducation/Report
https://www.familymatters.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/FamilyMattersReport2020_LR.pdf


 
 

ECA urges the government to accept all the recommendations and to give particular attention to the 
circumstances and needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and children with additional 
needs. 
 

ENDS 

 

ECA CEO Sam Page is available for comment.  
 
For interviews, contact ECA Media Officer: Katie Golding 0475 554 999 
 
For a downloadable PDF version of the media release, click here: 
www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/media/ 
 
 
Early Childhood Australia is the peak advocacy body for children from birth to eight years, their families 
and early childhood professionals.  
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