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The Nyoongar season of Bunuru is the hottest and driest time of the year, marked by stillness as

plants and animals slow in response to the heat. With freshwater scarce, people are drawn to the

coast for sea breezes and food, while many animals rest during the day and move in the cooler hours..For
young children, Bunuru invites close attention to how living things respond to heat — seeking shade,
conserving water, resting, and adapting routines. It is a season well suited to gentle outdoor experiences,
water play, noticing changes in light and temperature, and conversations about caring for ourselves, each

: other and the environment during hot weather. Bunuru reminds us that learning does not always look busy
or fast; sometimes it is found in slowing down, observing carefully, and responding thoughtfully
to the conditions around us.
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Start of the 2026 Full-time Kindy Pilot
As many of our members will be feeling this week, the 2026 school year has properly commenced across
Western Australia, with children returning to early learning and school settings and families settling into new
routines. According to the WA Government, approximately 23,490 children are beginning Kindergarten, marking
the first year of formal schooling for many families.
The start of the school year also includes the commencement of a free full-time Kindergarten pilot at five public

schools across metropolitan and regional WA. The optional pilot provides a play-based Kindergarten program
delivered five days a week, with participation determined in consultation with families. The pilot operates at
Roleystone Community College, Halidon Primary School, Banksia Grove Primary School, South Kalgoorlie
Primary School and Dalyellup Primary School. Further expansion to additional public schools has been flagged
from 2027. Early Childhood Australia WA is working with the State Government to provide advice and input on
behalf of the early childhood sector as this initiative progresses.



https://www.facebook.com/ECAWWABranch/

SNATIONAL UPDATES

National Early Childhood Reforms Commencing in 2026

As 2026 begins, early childhood education and care services across Australia are entering a year of
national reform, following agreements by Education Ministers in 2025. Changes to the National
Quality Framework (NQF) and the Education and Care Services National Law will be phased in
throughout the year, with a strong focus on child safety, governance and regulatory oversight.

From 1 January 2026, child safety is more explicitly embedded within the National Quality Standard,
particularly within Quality Area 2 (Children’s Health and Safety) and Quality Area 7 (Governance and
Leadership).

From 2 January 2026, penalties for breaches of National Law have increased, alongside expanded
enforcement powers for regulatory authorities.

From 27 February 2026, further reforms will take effect nationally, including:

- child safety, rights and best interests becoming the paramount consideration

- restrictions on personal electronic devices in services

- mandatory child protection and child safety training

- new and expanded misconduct offences

- nationally consistent “no card, no start” Working with Children Check requirements

- removal of supervision-related waivers

- expanded oversight of related providers

- establishment of a National Early Childhood Worker Register

Further Information and Guidance
ACECQA has indicated that guidance and implementation support will be provided throughout 2026.
Key resources include:
— Guide to the National Quality Framework
— Child Safety Guides
— Policy and procedure guidance
— National child safety training information
— Early Childhood Worker Register guidance
More information is available via:
— ACECQA (www.acecga.gov.au)
— Australian Government Department of Education — Early Childhood (www.education.gov.au/early-childhood)



http://www.acecqa.gov.au/
http://www.education.gov.au/early-childhood
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/thriving-kids-advisory-group-final-report?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/thriving-kids-advisory-group-final-report?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-02/thriving_kids_advisory_group_-_summary_report_-_web.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-mark-butler-mp/media/advice-on-national-model-for-thriving-kids?language=en
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-02-03/thriving-kids-model-released-autism-developmental-delay/106287786
https://earlychildhoodaustralia.cmail19.com/t/y-l-ajyulg-hydidhtljy-d/

NETWORKING
SUNDOWNER

Make new connections, exchange ideas and
step into the new year with a stronger network.

BOOK NOW

NV

Enjoy a BBQ dinner and refreshments then unwind

with a game of barefoot bowls as the sun sets.

Recognising Excellence in
Early Childhood

Early Childhood Australia WA warmly
congratulates Jill Cameron on being awarded
the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in
this year's Australia Day Honours, recognising

her long-standing contribution to early
learning and early childhood development.
Jill has a strong historical connection to ECA
WA, having served as Director of the WA Lady
Gowrie Centre during the early years when
Early Childhood Australia and the Gowrie
services were closely linked and affiliated. Her
leadership and advocacy span more than five
decades, including significant roles within the

WA Department of Education and the

Department of Communities, as well as her
work supporting early learning initiatives such
as the REED (Regional Early Education and
Development) program in the Wheatbelt.
Across metropolitan, regional and rural
Western Australia — and in international
contexts — Jill has consistently championed
equity, inclusion and the importance of the
early years. ECA WA joins the broader early
childhood community in congratulating Jill on
this well-deserved recognition.
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It is with sadness that we acknowledge the passing of
Dr Dawn Butterworth, President of OMEP WA.
Dawn'’s lifelong dedication to young children, families,
and early childhood education in WA and
internationally was extraordinary. A pioneering
educator, respected academic, and tireless advocate,

her leadership and generosity shaped countless lives
and organisations, including OMEP WA, which she
served with energy, wisdom, and deep care.
Dawn'’s contribution to the sector is immeasurable,
and her legacy will continue to inspire. We
extend our heartfelt condolences to her family,
friends, and colleagues.
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